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Competencies Required for Teachers of Students with Special Needs

from The Point of View of Teachers in The State of Kuwait

Prepared by:
Rawan Ahmed Hussein Zaher
Supervised by:
Prof. Mohamed Abdel-Wahhab Hamza

Abstract

The study aimed to explore the necessary competencies for teachers of students with
special needs in Kuwait. The descriptive survey method was used, and a study sample
consisted of 192 special education teachers in Kuwait. The researcher prepared a
questionnaire consisting of 34 items, covering three areas (teaching planning competency,
teaching implementation competency, teaching assessment competency). The results
showed that competency in planning diverse educational activities that consider
individual differences among students with special needs was ranked first in teaching
planning competency. Competency in handling emergency situations during the lesson
appropriately was ranked first in teaching implementation competency, Competency in
applying appropriate tests and measures to detect different developmental aspects of
students was ranked first in teaching assessment competency. There were no statistically
significant differences in the responses of the sample individuals of teachers in Kuwait
regarding the necessary teaching competencies for teachers of students with special
needs, attributed to differences in years of experience. There were statistically significant
differences in the responses of the sample individuals of teachers in Kuwait regarding the
necessary teaching competencies for teachers of students with special needs, attributed to
gender differences, with females performing better. The study recommends focusing on
the competencies required for teachers of students with special needs and providing them
from the perspective of teachers in Kuwait.

Keywords: Competencies, Teachers of students with special needs.
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